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Mission	

The	Alliance	to	Protect	Nantucket	Sound	is	a	501	(c)(3)	non-profit	environmental	organization	
dedicated	to	the	permanent	preservation	of	Nantucket	Sound,	the	historic	body	of	water	that	lies	
between	Cape	Cod	and	the	Islands	of	Martha’s	Vineyard	and	Nantucket.	The	Alliance	was	formed	in	
2002	in	response	to	Cape	Wind’s	proposal	to	build	a	25-square-mile	wind	energy	project	in	the	
Sound.	The	goal	of	the	Alliance	is	to	establish	the	Sound	as	a	protected	area	to	preserve	its	rich	
ecology	and	safeguard	the	Sound	against	future	inappropriate	development.	
	



Alliance	opposition	to	Cape	Wind	
While	the	Alliance	supports	sensible	renewable	energy	projects,	it	opposed	Cape	Wind	based	on	
significant	adverse	economic,	environmental,	and	public	safety	impacts,	including:	
	
•  Substantial	visual,	noise,	and	light	pollution	
•  Increased	electric	costs	for	ratepayers	across	Massachusetts	
•  Danger	to	air	and	sea	travel	due	to	location	and	radar	interference	
•  Destruction	of	a	national	treasure	and	tribal	lands	
•  Violation	of	the	public	trust	through	use	of	public	land	for	private	gain	
•  Decline	in	tourism,	jobs,	and	property	values	
•  Harm	to	birds,	fish,	and	marine	mammals	including	endangered	species	
•  Disruption	of	commercial	fishing	
•  Threat	of	an	oil	spill	
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Cape	Wind	Surrenders	



Massachusetts/Rhode	Island	Offshore	Wind	Energy	Areas	

Based	on	a	public	process	with	stakeholder	input,	the	federal	government	identified	offshore	Wind	
Energy	Areas	(WEAs)	along	the	east	coast	that	aim	to	minimize	conflicts	and	be	suitable	for	
development.	Five	developers	now	hold	leases	offshore	of	Massachusetts	and	Rhode	Island:	
Deepwater	Wind	(acquired	by	Orsted),	Vineyard	Wind,	Baystate	Wind,	Equinor	Wind	and	
Mayflower	Wind.		The	most	recent	auction	in	late	2018	led	to	record	high	lease	prices	of	$135	
million	each.	Deepwater	Wind	also	operates	a	small	offshore	wind	project	consisting	of	five	
turbines	in	Rhode	Island	state	waters	off	of	Block	Island.		

In	2016,	Massachusetts	passed	an	energy	bill	
which	includes	a	mandate	for	Massachusetts	
utility	companies	to	buy	electricity	generated	
by	offshore	wind	located	more	than	10	miles	
from	shore.	In	2017,	the	state	chose	Vineyard	
Wind’s	proposal	to	build	an	800	megawatt	
project.	Vineyard	Wind	is	currently	
undergoing	state	and	federal	review.	
	



Nantucket	Sound	National	Historic	Landmark	(NHL)	Act	
Background	
Nantucket	Sound	has	long	been	under	consideration	for	protected	status	and	is	already	
eligible	for	listing	on	the	National	Register	of	Historic	Places	as	a	Traditional	Cultural	
Property	(TCP).		The	state	waters	are	protected	under	Massachusetts	law	but	the	federal	
waters	remain	unprotected	and	vulnerable	to	development.	
	
Federal	legislation	
• Designate	the	Sound	as	a	NHL	
• Prohibit	energy	development	
• Protect	fishing	and	traditional	uses	
	

	Other	protected	areas	
Similar	designations	have	already	
occurred	in	the	Cape	Cod	area	with	
the	creation	of	the	Cape	Cod	
National	Seashore	in	1961	and	
Congressional	designation	of	
Stellwagen	Bank	as	a	National	
Marine	Sanctuary	in	1992.		



Governor	and	Cape		
delegation	support	



Stakeholder	support	
Alliance	to	Protect	Nantucket	Sound	
American	Bird	Conservancy	
Barnstable	Clean	Water	Coalition	
Barnstable	Municipal	Airport	Commission	
Bay	State	Wind	
Cahoon	Museum	of	American	Art	
Cape	Cod	Chamber	of	Commerce	
Cape	Cod	Life	Publications	
Cape	Cod	Marine	Trades	Association	
Cape	Cod	Maritime	Museum	
Cape	Cod	Salties	Sportfishing	Club	
Cape	Wildlife	Center	
Cetacean	Society	International	
Crosby	Yacht	Yard	
Earth	Island	Institute/		
International	Marine	Mammal	Project		
Gloucester	Fishermen’s	Wives	Association	
Greater	Hyannis	Chamber	of	Commerce	
Greater	Hyannis	Civic	Association	
Harwich	Chamber	of	Commerce	
Harwich	Conservation	Trust	
Hyannis	Business	Improvement	District	
Hyannis	Historical	Society	
Hyannis	Marina	
Hyannis	Port	Civic	Association	
Hy-Line	Cruises	
Mashpee	Chamber	of	Commerce	
Mashpee	Wampanoag	Tribe	
Massachusetts	Commercial	Fishermen	
Massachusetts	Competitive	Partnership	
Massachusetts	Lobstermen’s	Association	

Massachusetts	Fishermen’s	Partnership	
Martha’s	Vineyard	Chamber	of	Commerce	
Nantucket	Anglers’	Club	
Nantucket	Chamber	of	Commerce	
Nantucket	Historical	Association	
Nantucket	Historic	District	Commission	
National	Association	of	Tribal	Historic			
Preservation	Officers	(NATHPO)	
Orenda	Wildlife	Land	Trust	
Osterville	Anglers’	Club	
Osterville	Historical	Museum	
Pegasus	Foundation	
Port	of	New	Bedford	
Save	Popponesset	Bay	
South	Shore	Lobster	Fishermen’s	
Association	
The	Cultural	Landscape	Foundation	
The	Trustees	
Town	of	Barnstable	
Town	of	Dennis	
Town	of	Edgartown	
Town	of	Harwich	
Town	of	Mashpee	
Town	of	Nantucket	
Town	of	Oak	Bluffs	
Town	of	Tisbury	
Town	of	Yarmouth	
United	South	and	Eastern	Tribes	(USET)	
Vineyard	Conservation	Society	
Vineyard	Wind	
Wampanoag	Tribe	of	Gay	Head	
Yarmouth	Chamber	of	Commerce	



Next	steps	

The	Alliance	strives	to	protect	the	Sound	from	industrial	development	while	preserving	
traditional	uses	like	fishing	and	recreation	through	federal	legislation	to	prevent	the	issuance	
of	leases	in	the	federal	waters	of	Nantucket	Sound	and	designate	Nantucket	Sound	as	a	
National	Historic	Landmark	
	
Process	
• Continue	to	build	a	coalition	of	key	stakeholders	including	environmental	groups,	fishing	
organizations,	chambers	of	commerce,	tribal	government,	historic	agencies	and	others	
• Encourage	our	Congressional	delegation	to	introduce	the	legislation	
• Work	with	federal	lobbyists	to	build	needed	bipartisan	support	
• Participate	in	Congressional	hearings	
• Launch	media	campaign	after	bill	introduction	
• Continue	development	to	fund	necessary	staff,	legal	and	lobbying	expenses	
	
	
	



As	a	501	(c)(3)	organization,	the	Alliance	depends	solely	on	private	donations.		It	is	only	through	
continued	funding	from	existing	donors,	as	well	as	donations	from	new	supporters,	that	we	will	
succeed	in	permanently	protecting	Nantucket	Sound.	
	
	

Your	support	

NANTUCKET SOUND WON’T STAY A 
NATIONAL TREASURE WITHOUT YOUR 

SUPPORT 


